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Old Ferry C

The first of a'geries of dynamite blasts Iriday destroyed part-

ynamife Blas sMarksEnd

onfraCos

of the hulk of the old “Contra Costa,” 460-foot ferry which f(.)rmerly
ran between Morrow Cove and Contra Costa county, and which was
abandoned after its purpose had been usurped by the construction

of -Carquinez bridge which opene
series of blast experiments on
the hulk ordered by Capt. Claude
B. Mayo, academy superin{end-
ent. Carrying out hils orders, Lt.
George W. Myers, maintenance

d in 1927, This is the first of a

all officers and cadet midship-
men‘of the Academy, is 69 years
of age. He first came to Vallejo
in 1919, after serving a year and

engineer at the Academy, super-|ejght months with the 31ist En-
vised work of demolition expertsigincers of the Rainbow division
who inserted charges of stick{iy France.

dynamite in the ferry, with the

“Pop's” .war servicr Includes

purpose of blasting the ship’s re-13j50 a hitch in Company F, of
mains into sections. These sec-the Sixth California Volunteerv
tions will be dragged to shorefin the Spanish-American War., His
with safety and greater facility, home’is now at 1250 Tuolumne
and then disposed of, probably|street, where he has lived since
through burning. 1029,

The old Contra Costa ferry re-
mains "are one of three hulks
ordered  eradicated - by Captain
Mayo, primarily in the interests
of safety, following the recent
drowning of a little girl] who had
slipped through the boundary
fence of the Academy grounds,
and fell unnoticed from one of
the hulks on which she was play-
ing. Remains of the other two
ships have been burned to the
water line and are now barely
visible,

HISTORY OF FERRY

Of interest to many VallejJoans
who used to travel regularly on
the old ferry is this short history
of the “Contra Costa,” compiled
yesterday by Captain Mayo, and
releaged simultaneously with the
start of the'ship’s destruction:

“Past disappearing into the
pages of history are two familiar
landmarks at the California
Maritime Academy—the old" sail-
ing ship Bangor, and another
more familiar - to ' Solano and
Contra Costa county 'residents,
the car ferry, ‘Contra Costa,’ now
being burned and wrecked to
clear up ‘the’ shoreling of the
Academy.

“Little is known'locally of the
history of the Bangor. However,
the Contra Costa is well known
to many as the car ferry that
ran between Benicia' and, Port
Costa fdr many Vyears, The ‘State
Department of Architecture ask-
ed for bids from local contrac-
tors for the removal of these
hulks when it was decided that
the California Maritime Academy
was to be established at ils pres-
ent location, back in 1943.”
FATE DETERMINED :

“However, because of the urg-!
ency of wartime work, and the
possibility of costly delays which
might be encountered by the con-
tractors, . bids were determined
at such a high figure that it was
decided to let the old hulks. stay
as they were. Recently, the per-
sonnel at the Academy decided
that the old hulks should go.

; “The job was started by.first
burning them down to the water
line last month.'Now' the Healy-
Tibhetts Constructlon Company,
demolition 'experts, are conduct-
ing preliminary experlments to-
ward blasting,

"Final disposal will' be accom
plished by dynamiting at advan-
tageous points; afterwards drag-
ging the pleces up to a.spot on
'the shoreline and burning them.”

The history of the Contra Costa
‘was given to the Maritime ‘Acad-
‘emy by an old ValleJo resident,
.Carl Z. Kimball, formerly 8
‘switch-engine engineer with- the
Southern Pacific, and ‘who, in the;
fold .days, pushed cars on and off
;the “Contra, Costa™ before the

Pop as! "he'is: better known to
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" BEGINNING OF THE END for the old train-ferry——nearly 500 feet
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removed. Above is shown the old craft before and during the blastin;

~~

=

=

ol

-

@

T

145]

Ea o

K E

= =

. W

m =

v D E S

= o

= =

g Y

- -

254 .

I Rt >

o

B o
 © v s
L hata R

L g

:--’;’r’,‘ ]

£red

oo™ j="

.8 O

ts

is wee
te-blasting experimen

:

ynami

in

g on the mud of Carguinez Straits offshore from the
ime Academy at Morrow Cove. The remains of the old

Marit
ferry is the subject for a series of d

and one of the longest

1a

Californ

7 length,
<<old hulk restin




o

\r{' '\|:|:t,,|"}r, Jam) I
Purn ko p‘.
e & y
DA
LN
Y

4 ki T

y sxri ‘IIJ_'!
ﬁll ‘bl} ‘. |w|

-3&',.* vf .»:i-- A i L AR i L .

)f' AN e W thﬁg}’%l L Gy b A S el & e AW "UE.'., i Kt T A b ;

& Bl r :'.‘:'I." \ f ?:.i i i 2 N ) ) |- SL N iy e - I:r .‘-. ) . il S ) 'r }&::' '|1 N "' ) y :-'

‘fi e A e A M A A e T R 2 x'*-%ﬁ' GRS

‘,-L" ek A e S e M G e R T S A A ntn A Ny I P e e

G R e e i BN

W
T Y 1 X y .1'.l 1
LFr ! 1) " b b
) '!l '.llf..'!‘;'?*f‘i E“ )
] Pl

:{é ﬁ: ';" " .' R A A

...". H

i " m'?

'f kl L] ll'l
" .e'. f.*

a

; §: -. il i i ! oy y T Tiba, o, s "ll A At A 0 . J
-. .+_.y‘«”tﬁ*.'s's,yﬁﬂhﬁf-“rh”' 4 ﬁ
. .+ F. %%ﬁﬂ : ‘r‘l. s *. %? _ t;f - 1] o iy ‘t' i \I: b ‘..' e, L EI‘I'I\:’ :".'.I .l"l'i‘ l"E:\'. .; A ‘J? '.:ﬁ" |'l‘l % kY

r:zﬂfh & ': .'.f:;'«!‘l" [ I:h b .' : .I"ir." X .'-lu- .:.‘.l"‘;rlﬁ'\': ’ { o Ty 4 ::. r }TLM?-:?I;:. it H'l' k ! #; rill .l "*}:

%‘ ; |- .\ J ”'fw. ||il
'i'“ » ' f A
ﬁ‘%u iﬁi}}y F:El:‘:"" -'.'.'
f J"

h:' I’II

e
)l s -.M* 2 ':ﬁﬂ:} ,‘.i s
I'I'fl .‘."-'” $' -a’,'-_ \?'} HfIJ. ”'.x#:'"l.'

r\ H” J ! ﬂﬁ:u"\(in;," ._,-,
Ay l _r " : N
." ",‘w' El‘l:l2 ".w‘ @ %ﬁ'w 40 : AV .Ei( ».-'J A ﬁﬂ:ﬁ"
JM- : A T R A H,:,. : .'““zq'; A N
* l” 4 X . "I. -". ..T* .‘I' ! &5{]#&{ | " 1IM_ ‘I:‘J‘&’ : Iu'r"-' Y, :}‘ 3 \,-l'":u:l_' Y ,. " rI_. {
L

|'ih

| Vit I Lr ' By
: : .I:; |~l‘lr.il:- l: é \-”"
”' f{?‘n' |'1Ii| .\s
-"-’ " f ! .-m*.\.!,ﬁ'u.’
..’\..Jr:,'.;.'.*. o

1 il
URRULAAR e ’ A ol e '||'. b N
{ .v., E .-:::,' ; B 4 1~r X .
.'... AR A AR -’ ", .5" "1 li.ﬁ“..m’l
' ;:"“..‘u' .l'ul ,‘ ki -" . Hi 0
i i " i

lﬂ-r J'4J|?;

|. W g 95' ,. "”\‘ ".H' %l:‘ ﬁ:_, "' ll.":i" l

| Epar u‘ 1' 1‘ b |“l‘%‘.*6‘l 7 -l'“ ﬂf
i A ":’lﬁ-'ﬁl '}1. “. ﬂ& 'I.‘ [:.l |'|'|' At LT T.i.rl' ,;'-:'!t.'l‘ T
-aa ,f i kﬁf A ;5,-#. i

Tl o

llp.\ A

"l faiian - (el B ey - st TR e -nr.q._#
'ﬁW“?“wﬁﬁrﬁﬁ*

i Al oy s ¢
n {'-}ﬁ{ |-rr|||'::l.b:‘.- A X}.".' :; h o | .I . I' iy | i3 e ;‘h ‘”1-'" o 1 .:ﬂ:ll'h‘ '#'ﬁ r&n |||||
A e i ..v A AN A i
' Jr&z?# !;:“ |¢:"‘;“:': \JEI \‘ :h " ".Hf{}l'lf\ﬁ:'-‘u{{,‘{ﬁ%i?‘:ﬁ' +‘ "'c'i' ‘?'1 i :. . ',l .. :.? o m ?I- .; .lp‘.': é%? % ) .“l"{"’* . '“ ’ i’“.___

n”; '-- p P n-. A '{f -,r? ChaR i ";"-:f h ; .‘ I Mo
A dearg R bty e ) N ATy '~‘.1 ; -‘H (2 A
2 {fﬂf; {%f.fr "!: -w.:-:_,.’_ ),,'! lagh gb’ i . *ffh R ?ﬁt i
s '*F' '-‘-f R -';F,-..-;.ﬁ-' Y e l...-_:.,%'.i“f-'-'m ~' 1' A R Rl "." B dedE e e Bl by I .-,' il 150 w ,' e L -a 1:{ ooyl
r “u'”" i A T L W o e g ", L a e b :‘ ‘bl Ca Ay L Lopy , ] il ] . T 0y g e !
W{;:' 'h \'f =) "ﬁ p:;';' %”éﬁﬂ"i"fatﬂ l'lu"'?“' i o e .@E&‘r’@- e e "?' f? AL h P !mﬁa‘i’-'-jh ek .-,rl-,,‘, ek
'’ a1, y L k s ), 1 e ¥ W
y ‘. :,51".:'4\* i () G Ea '.;’ rtd
i L P "r_: LA i

]
A
L
£

G
Ty )kﬂ': i e -r...f.f;*'l. i
iuil:ﬂ. (o ke ol (0 Y D)

' .: I ) ..t. ,.' ’ '; .:. .I' g :;ﬂ‘:'v'?
\cﬁww@hﬁwﬁ* ,
; Lﬁi""-f‘;*?-i‘f' g a? ,; e
"""-‘..'.'{-'" g g:;f SRt
R “»- *1’., f\ag“;‘:ﬁfﬁ i
Ly :EII X l;*’ '"."-
f I I.' I.rJ

\ 'lll \ .“’ " ." o ""' Ve T ' St md e 1) W) y i Tefy i ¥ ek : A P ‘ ' -.'.'.L i
0 .ﬁ "'" b ":f,‘f’nl.‘,."} -'-'__'jlf'f*"'-' _""'_”-l_"-. iy e + X .- 4: G .‘-:;’4,5 Y oI et Y ":,,.'.g.-;'_- L ,‘ TR ! '- o
}'4:':“.:\ xrinh ;l*' “_? 11.:3: "1 'I. j 'Ié"' ‘i*ﬁ‘i}.'h ; _le WA .;.I‘:.l.1 A -.l A i) m‘.ﬁ K 1- l“;';" 4 H: 'Nq , .u , A I_ ¥ i e 4 v' o - .‘_;. _:E'" s ,.-. ..,. -‘- ::‘ --:’ 7 “ pn" f}i 'ﬁ”%"}
s ':" *x AN ey mm*m M R TN GRS e Lo AN T -. ’? S e ,e.,, )
.‘xﬁ ‘I’A':\" i 'r tﬁf Ao e ey , . f’ f. = L 2' o : th 3 k AN
R T ,& SRR ngi_ A R S e h- AT )’r‘ﬁ/{‘éﬂ
4 ik 110 9 I ! o\ 7 b . . "
! . -'.L # P i ' Ly

1r|"
u“ fow : W A A 1 A b e \ s okl 3 Py ?

ﬁi“ww.'- Aty vt TN AT A 3! t : ﬁ "If'*'-:.* LB f‘j??f "i

a"‘*fwai?"?at S e i ', Ry N r’ r £ {’

4 . 'h i
wr:-. J-.r:\aq;g‘; E e ana A M '?- -
vﬁﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁwﬁ' -:@ﬁmﬁmd%m%%ﬁ“

' i [idantF #I\‘h! L

’-"'BEG N"NING OF THE END for the old train-ferry-—nearlyﬁUOfeet in’ ordered bv Cap {, Claude B, Mavo, superintendent of the Acad:nr,

= Jength, and one of the longest in the world—starfed this week for the by which the hulk, an eyesore on the waterfront since 1928, vill he
“old hulh resting on the mud of Carqu ner Stralls offshore from the  removed, Above fs shown the old crat hefore and during the b.:zn: e
* California Maritime Academy at Morrow Cove, The remans of the old  operations Friday, (Photo by Times-Herald,)

“ferry s the subject for a series of dynamite-blasting experiments




